
SRINAGAR NALANDA

DIALOGUE 2026

SKICC, Srinagar 
09:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Governance, Tourism & Literature 
Dhanu Bihar; M/o Tourism, GoI; Deptt. Of Culture, Govt. of J&K;
IGNCA, M/o Culture; National Book Trust; National School of
Drama & Nava Nalanda Mahavihara University, M/o Culture.

Venue : 
Time:
Theme:
Organisers:

 20   JUNE 2026
TH

U n d e r  N a l a n d a L i t t F e s t  2 0 2 6 - 2 7

Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages, Govt. Of J&K 



PROGRAMME
Time: 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM

Participants
100 Senior national & international delegates
Young Civil Servants & writers
Cultural & Tourism Administrators
Diplomats & Think Tanks
Academic, cultural & tourism institutions

Registration & Networking Tea
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Inaugural Ceremony
10:30 AM – 12:00 Noon

Lighting of the Lamp

Welcome Address & Festival Vision

Dignitaries on the dais 

Sh. Manoj Sinha, Hon’ble LG of J&K, Srinagar
Sh. Arif Mohammed Khan, Former Governor of
Bihar
Sh. Suman Billa, DG, Tourism, GoI
Padma Shri Shafi Shauq, Writer, Srinagar
Prof. Siddharth Singh, VC, Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara University, M/o Culture
Ms. D. Aaliya, Festival Chairperson, NLF
Sh. Ganga Kumar, Festival Director, NLF

LUNCH

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

Session II: AI, Knowledge Systems &
Future Learning in promotion of culture
& tourism 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Speakers
Sh. Suman Billa, DG, Tourism, GoI 
Prof. A. Ravinder Nath, VC, Central University of
Kashmir
Ms. Meru Gokhale, Founder, Editrix.ai, Delhi
Prof. Asif Ali Banka, Islamic University of
Science and Technology, Kashmir 
Dr. Mahsh K., Writer & Civil servant - Moderator

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Inaugural Dialogue

Session I: Various facets of
Kashmiri culture such as
Buddhism, Shaiva & Sufism:
Development, Democracy &
Sustainability 
12:00 NOON – 1:00 PM
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Speaker
Sh. Arif Mohammed Khan, Former Governor of
Bihar - Chair
Prof. Siddharth Singh, VC, Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara University, M/o Culture
Prof. Ghulam Mustafa Khawaja, Writer, Kashmir
Ms. Idrisa Hassan Qadri, Kashmir 

TEA
4:00 PM – 4:30 PM

Session III: Youth innovation: Shaping
the Future through Dialogue 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Speakers
Ms. D. Aaliya, Festival Chairperson, NLF
Dr. Shahid Chaudhury, Secretary, Youth
Affairs, Govt. of J&K
Sh. Athar Aamir Khan, DC, Budgam  
Sh. Shahbaz Hakbari, Writer, Kashmir
Dr. Aquil Ahamad, Writer - Moderator



VALEDICTORY SESSION
(CONCLUDING DIALOGUE)

Session V: Srinagar–Nalanda
Declaration Session  
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM

Dignitaries on the dais 

Padma Vibhushan Dr. Karan Singh
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Writer, Former diplomat &
MP
Ms. D. Aaliya, Festival Chairperson, NLF

DINNER 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES OF
DIALOGUE

Branding J&K as global tourism leadership 
Integration of governance & tourism dialogue
Promotion of India’s civilizational knowledge
traditions
Youth engagement & academic collaboration
Heritage diplomacy & global dialogue
pathways

8:00 PM onwards

CULTURAL PROGRAMME
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Dr. Mahesh K., Writer & Civil servant 
Prof. Nilofer Khan, Vice Chancellor, Kashmir
University
Sh. Ganga Kumar, Festival Director, NLF
Dr. Vic Gaffney, International adviser, NLF

Session IV: Tourism as a Bridge:
Reimagining Peace & Governance
in Kashmir 
4:30 PM – 5:30 PM

Speakers
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Writer, Former diplomat &
MP – Chair
Dr. Pankaj KP Shreyaskar, Joint Secretary, M/o
Education, GoI
Md. Javid Ahmad Tenga, President, Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
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